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GLENN has worked to ensure that the
United States military remained ready
and strong in the perilous aftermath of
the cold war.

He has shared a concern over the
dangers of chemical weapons. He has
joined with others of us in attempting
to ensure that our military has ab-
sorbed the lessons of the gulf war and
is prepared to protect our troops from
low levels of chemical weapons.

On these two committees, Senator
GLENN has served as a voice of reason
and common sense.

Senator GLENN is a hero for all of us
to emulate as a result of his honor and
dedication to his country, his family,
and his own high standards.

I have asked this question in the Sen-
ate before: ‘‘Where have all the heros
gone?’’

To this question I have no definitive
answer, but I do know where this hero
is going to go . . . again.

Senator JOHN GLENN is a steam en-
gine in britches; he is atomic energy in
the flesh.

The senior Senator from Ohio has
been a daredevil virtually all of his
life.

Not one to know when to slow down,
Senator GLENN has risked life and
limb, both on the Earth’s surface and
in the vastness of space which encom-
passes it, for one thing, and one thing
only—the United States of America.

JOHN GLENN has been uniquely
blessed to have had the opportunity to
soar above this Earth of ours, soar like
an eagle, surveying the beauty of cre-
ation that is God’s Green Earth.

To quote William Shakespeare in
‘‘twelfth night,’’

Some are born great, some achieve great-
ness, and some have greatness thrust upon
them.

Senator GLENN is one who has
achieved greatness through his service
to his country; he is truly a great
American hero.

Not only a veteran of World War II,
having served in combat in the South
Pacific after he was commissioned in
the Marine Corps in 1943, JOHN GLENN
is also a veteran of the Korean war.

Having survived 149 combat missions
as a marine, our hero—our hero, my
hero, your hero—our hero wanted to
move on to a more challenging career
as a test pilot of fighter and attack air-
craft for the Navy and Marine Corps.
And then, looking for new and extreme
ways to test his mortality, on Feb-
ruary 20, 1962, Astronaut JOHN GLENN
gently squeezed his body into the
Friendship 7 rocket and became the
first American to orbit the Earth at al-
most 18,000 miles per hour.

Think of that. When I was young, I
read a book by Jules Verne titled,
‘‘Around the World in 80 Days.’’ JOHN
GLENN went around the world in 89
minutes.

This may well have been the pinnacle
of JOHN GLENN’s life and career.

On that fateful Tuesday in 1962, not
only was America waiting with nerv-
ously clenched fists for news on Lt.

Col. JOHN GLENN’s condition after his
return to Earth, but the whole world
was watching.

People from all nations prayed for
the safe return of this brave man.

Mr. President, I quote from an article
entitled ‘‘Man’s ‘Finest Hour.’ ’’ I have
been saving this article, now, for al-
most 37 years—‘‘Man’s ‘Finest Hour’,’’
by the late David Lawrence, which was
originally published in the March 5,
1962, edition of U.S. News & World Re-
port:

Miracles do happen when the world shows
its humility in prayer.

The voices that besought Almighty God to
save the life of Colonel Glenn can speak
again, as even more of us petition him to
save humanity from nuclear war.

For those prolonged minutes of prayer on
Tuesday, Feb. 20, constituted man’s ‘‘finest
hour’’.

Now, if the Good Lord is willing, on
October 29, our friend and colleague—
and hero—JOHN GLENN, still brimming
with vital energy, will be leaving the
relative comfort of Mother Earth far
behind.

It is always a melancholy time when
the institution of the United States
Senate has one of its finest Members
move on. But it is a glad time when
one of its Members moves on to some-
thing greater.

‘‘Excelsior, ever upward.’’ That is the
motto of JOHN GLENN. He has bigger
fish to fry, so he is ready to get away
from Washington, DC—far, far away.

Senator GLENN’s return to space
aboard shuttle Discovery will add an-
other significant page to the annals of
history.

The capacity in which Senator GLENN
will be operating on the Discovery is
representative of the way in which he
had lived the last three decades of his
life, despite his global fame—modestly
and without great fanfare.

I am certain that he will perform his
mission on Discovery with the same
diligence and sense of duty that he has
shown in serving his great State of
Ohio in the United States Senate.

The world in 1998 is a lot different
from that world of 1962, when JOHN
GLENN was first catapulted into space.
Similarly, the space shuttle Discovery
is about as close in design to the
Friendship 7 rocket as an old Oliver
typewriter—I was trying to remember
the name of an old typewriter I had
around the house when I was a boy—
about as close in design to the Friend-
ship 7 rocket as an old Oliver type-
writer is to a home computer.

The one thing that shall remain con-
stant in this most recent launch is that
the world will once again be watching,
gripping chairs, biting fingernails, and
saying its prayers for the Glenn family.
For JOHN GLENN, and for all the crew
members of Discovery, and for Annie,
that sweet little wife of JOHNS.

It is hard to relate, to those Ameri-
cans who were not yet born in 1962, the
thoughts and emotions of the world on
Tuesday, February 20, of that year.

Technology has become so advanced
that flights into space are routine.

Men and women are able to live for
months at a time in floating space sta-
tions.

America tends to take for granted
the risks that our Nation’s astronauts
take to perform scientific experiments,
carefully placing communications sat-
ellites into orbit, and repairing impor-
tant instruments of observation—all of
which make life on Earth much more
enjoyable.

In 1962, the risks were greater and
there were many unknown factors that
experience has now brought to light
and revealed and smoothed over.

Senator GLENN’s return to space
brings that all back, and reminds us of
the tremendous changes wrought by
Americans within the career of one
man.

So, this evening I take this oppor-
tunity to wish the best of luck to JOHN
GLENN and to Annie and to others of
his family.

I anxiously anticipate Discovery’s safe
return to Earth, and I extend my best
wishes, and those of my wife Erma, to
Senator GLENN and to Annie for many
years of health and happiness after he
returns to Earth and leaves the Halls
of the Capitol behind.

Thank you, thank you, thank you,
Senator GLENN.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SES-
SIONS). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR DIRK
KEMPTHORNE

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, it is al-
most kind of sad in a way to think that
DIRK KEMPTHORNE will be leaving the
Senate after only one term in the U.S.
Senate. It has been a pleasure to work
with DIRK, to be with him, to get to
know him, to get to know his family,
his wife Pat. But I will just say DIRK
KEMPTHORNE is a Senator’s Senator. He
is a person who comes from the great
State of Idaho.

He brought a great deal of, I must
say, refreshing energy to the Senate.
He served as mayor of Boise City for 7
years. He was elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate in 1992 and proved something un-
conventional: He could get a lot done
in his first term in the Senate. Most
people have the idea you have to be in
the Senate a long time before you can
get anything accomplished, but he
proved quite the opposite.

He proved to be a very effective legis-
lator. He proved to be a person who
could work on both sides of the aisle,
that he could work with Democrats
and Republicans and make things hap-
pen.

He was the principal sponsor of a bill
that most of us have claimed some part
to, the unfunded mandates bill that
President Clinton signed and it became
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law. It was strongly supported by
States, Governors, mayors and com-
missioners and others who said, ‘‘Let’s
quit passing unfunded mandates on to
the States, cities and counties.’’

He has been instrumental in leading
the fight in needed reform in the En-
dangered Species Act. He has been a
tireless worker on the Armed Services
Committee.

He has always kept his priorities
straight. His family has always been
first and foremost. His love for his
State is very evident.

Now he will return to the State of
Idaho. He is running for Governor. I am
very confident he will be elected Gov-
ernor, and I am quite confident he will
be one of the outstanding Governors in
the country. I appreciate his service
and his friendship. He has been an out-
standing Senator. I hate to see him
leave the U.S. Senate, but I do wish
him, his wife and his family best wish-
es as he leaves the Senate and returns
to his State and continues his public
service in a different capacity, and that
will be as Governor of the great State
of Idaho.
f

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR DAN COATS

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I also
wish to pay my compliments and acco-
lades to Senator DAN COATS of Indiana.
I have had the pleasure of knowing DAN
COATS. He actually was elected to the
House of Representatives in 1980, the
same year I was elected to serve in the
U.S. Senate. He had something unusual
happen.

When Dan Quayle was selected as
Vice President and elected in 1988, DAN
COATS was appointed to take his place
in 1988.

That almost sounds like it was easy,
but it turned out he had to run for re-
election in 1990; and he won. But that
was only for a partial term, and so he
also had to run for reelection in 1992.
So he had the unenviable task of hav-
ing really challenging races both in
1990 and in 1992 for the U.S. Senate. He
won both, and deservedly so, because
he has been an outstanding U.S. Sen-
ator.

I remember Dan Quayle telling me,
‘‘You’re really going to like DAN
COATS.’’ Dan Quayle and I were good
friends. And DAN COATS and I have be-
come very good friends. And he was ex-
actly right. DAN COATS and his wife,
Marcia, his family, are not only good
friends of our family, but I would say
anybody serving in this body—any-
body—whether they be on the House
side or the Senate side, cannot help but
like DAN and Marcia COATS. They are a
couple—they are a couple—in the
greatest tradition of the Senate.

His wife Marcia has been active in
the Senate wives’ groups and active
with the prayer groups that many of
our wives are involved with. They go to
functions together. They are athlet-
ically involved. They both play tennis.
They both play golf. They both have a
good time. They keep their priorities

straight. They both have a very strong
belief in God and in their families, and
work comes down somewhere below
that.

He has done an outstanding job as a
Senator for the great State of Indiana.
I would say he has done an outstanding
job as a Senator for all of us in Amer-
ica, whether it be his work on the
Armed Services Committee, whether it
be his tireless efforts on welfare reform
in the Labor Committee, his efforts to
try to reduce poverty, his efforts to al-
leviate suffering amongst kids.

Many of our colleagues are not aware
of it, but he is national president of the
Big Brothers program, which could
probably be a full-time job for any-
body, but he is able to do that. He has
been a Big Brother. He actually was a
Big Brother in a town for a youngster
who did not have a dad, did not have a
mentor. DAN COATS became his men-
tor—as a matter of fact, became his
best man at his wedding.

What a great compliment for an indi-
vidual who, of course, had unlimited
demands on his time, was willing to
take time out and serve as a Big Broth-
er to a youngster who did not have a
dad, and he did it for years. Ultimately
this young man became quite a suc-
cess, a success in his own right, and I
think in large part because of the time
and attention and love that DAN COATS
gave to him. He selected DAN COATS as
his best man at his wedding, which is
quite a compliment.

DAN COATS was recently selected as
Christian Statesman of the Year by a
national organization. They had a big
banquet honoring him, and it was well
deserved. I have the pleasure of know-
ing DAN COATS in many respects. His
belief in God, it is sincere, it is real. He
is the embodiment of a Christian
statesman. And so that award was well
deserved.

He has been leader, as many of us
know, of the Senate Prayer Breakfast
that we have ongoing in the Senate
that goes back for years and years. He
has been chairman or president of that
group for us for the last year or so and
has done a good job—done an outstand-
ing job in every respect.

So he is absolutely a dear friend, and
I hate to see him leave the Senate. He
has served now in the Senate since
1988, so only for 10 years. But he also
served 8 years in the House, and before
that he served a couple years in the
Army. So he has given a lot of years in
public service, and he deserves, I guess,
a chance to do something else.

But I am confident—absolutely con-
fident—that whatever he does will be a
great service to this country. He has
been a real blessing to this body. He
and his wife have been a real blessing
to this country. And it is with great re-
gret that I see DAN COATS join the
group of retiring Senators. But I do
wish every best wish to him and his
family, and I compliment them for
their outstanding service to their
State, to their country, to God, and to
their family.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

FREEDOM FROM RELIGIOUS
PERSECUTION ACT OF 1998

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I be-
lieve there is still some remaining time
on both sides on the international reli-
gious freedom bill. I now yield back all
time remaining for tonight’s debate on
that bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the substitute
amendment is agreed to.

The substitute amendment (No. 3789)
was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

f

FINANCIAL SERVICES ACT OF 1998

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the clerk will re-
port H.R. 10.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 10) to enhance competition in

the financial services industry by providing
a prudential framework for the affiliation of
banks, securities firms, and other financial
service providers, and for other purposes.

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill.

f

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate is now
in a period of morning business.

Mr. NICKLES addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma.

f

TRIBUTE TO DOUGLASS FONTAINE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I rise today
to honor a fellow Pascagoulian and per-
sonal friend, Mr. Douglass Fontaine.
Doug has devoted his life to an indus-
try for which Mississippians are proud
to be recognized—hospitality.

A third generation hotelier, Doug
grew up surrounded by the hotel indus-
try. Both Doug’s parents and grand-
parents managed the historic Allison’s
Wells Spa in Way, Mississippi. He too
took his turn at managing Allison’s
Wells after returning from Germany,
where he managed an R & R hotel. He
then eventually relocated to
Pascagoula, and for more than 35 years
has owned La Font Inn. Doug has not


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-16T10:56:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




